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RAY HEAD 
Statement 

HON PAUL BROWN (Agricultural) [10.11 pm]: While we are on the matter of condolences for Gough 
Whitlam, I would like to comment on a funeral I attended today with Hon Mia Davies. On 10 October we saw 
the passing of a great man from the wheatbelt and from Northam. Ray Milne Head had been a councillor and 
mayor of the Town of Northam and the Shire of Northam. Today was a sad day for both the old town and the 
new shire of Northam. However, it was very pleasing to see Ray sent off by the largest crowd I have seen at 
a funeral. Funerals are not great things to go to but it was a pleasing sight to see the respect with which Ray was 
held in the community. The Bridgeley Community Centre, Northam, which is a rather large room, was 
overflowing with people seated and standing in the foyer and out into the streets, such was the respect given to 
ex-mayor Councillor Ray Head. 

Ray was born in 1942, in the war years and, as I said, he passed away just the other day on 10 October at 
72 years young—far too young for a man with so much vigour and vitality. If there was ever a man who was an 
icon for Northam other than Hugo Throssell, it would be Ray Head. He extolled the virtues of Northam at every 
opportunity. Unfortunately for me, the last conversation I had with him was about a week before he passed away, 
was when we were having a bit of a tete-a-tete about some of the comments I had made in this place, which he 
fully supported, about regional universities and regional education. He told me that Northam was obviously the 
place for any regional university and that if I thought any part of my electorate or any other part the state needed 
a regional university, I needed to have a good hard look at myself. 

Ray was very passionate about Northam and about the railways. His first job after leaving school was at the very 
old, no longer there, Spencers Brook railway station, where he started as a clerk and moved up through the ranks 
and served with distinction in the WA railways for many years. When he was a young boy, Ray was in the first 
cohort of students to populate in about 1940-something—I have forgotten the date—the new Wongan Hills 
Primary School. There was a lovely photo of him and his cohorts, who were very small in number, at Wongan 
Hills Primary School. He travelled around the countryside with his father, who was a fettler with the railways. 

As I said, it was a sad day for Northam, but the funeral was a great tribute to such a good man. I would like to 
now, in this place, pass my condolences to his wife, Julie, and to their many sons and daughters and 
grandchildren. I, too, would like to pay my respects to him and let it be shown on the record that he was a great 
man for Northam and a great man for his family. 

House adjourned at 10.15 pm 
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